
The University of Rhode Island's slogan 
ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ .ƛƎΣ ²Ŝ 5ƻέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
more literally by two 2011 Landscape 
Architecture graduates, Adam Bernardino 
and Jeff Scherr. The opportunity has led 
them to working abroad at an Architec-
ture/Land Planning firm in the heart of 
Shanghai, China. The city more than 
dwarfs the rural village of Kingston, but 
they quickly found out that Shanghai 
makes even New York City look manage-
able in size. The following article contin-
ues our series about students abroad: 

s soon as we took our first steps outside into Shanghai, our senses had to adapt to a 
new everything ς smells, sights, sounds, and tastes. That being said, it was not 
as much of a culture shock as we had originally thought. Shanghai is rapidly 
becoming the center of the world because it supports life for businesses and 

trades from all nations. However, that did not stop it from making us stick out like sore 
thumbs. There is a strong presence of the old world mixing with its modern counter-
part here. Seeing wooden pull carts, stacked with anything from furniture to flattened 
cardboard, moving down the side of a road towed by scooters, and luxury cars cruising 
along with them are not uncommon. Western manners are largely thrown out the win-
dow when it comes to public transportation. There are fights for seats on the metro. 
Yes, even the elderly throw elbows to get a seat; typically we choose to stand. Aside 
from that minor detail, every single person we have met has been nothing but nice to 
ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǊ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŜȄƻǘƛŎ ŎǳƛǎƛƴŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǇƛƎΩǎ Ŧƻƻǘ ǎƻǳǇΣ 
duck tongue, sea cucumber, jellyfish, and something they like to call the one hundred-
year-old egg, just to name a few. We may as well try everything once. Some of them 
were actually not half bad, although these are not on our list of things to order regu-
larly. We do enjoy many of the tasty local foods; Shanghai dumplings, or what the lo-
Ŏŀƭǎ Ŏŀƭƭ άǘŀƴƎōŀƻέ ς lots of noodles and rice with stir fry veggies and chicken, we think. 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ōŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘǎΣ 
Burger King, KFC and Starbucks temptations once or twice?  It seems a lot of the fast 
food is better here and is without a doubt less greasy. 

Speaking of fast, the pace at which work is produced here rivals any major US city. 
After a 14-ƘƻǳǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ {ƘŀƴƎƘŀƛΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǇΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘǊƻπ
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òClouded with snow 
The cold winds blow, 

And shrill on leafless bough 
The robin with its burning breast 

Alone sings now. 

The rayless sun, 
Dayõs journey done, 

Sheds its last ebbing light 
On fields in leagues of beauty spread 

Unearthly white. 

Thick draws the dark, 
And spark by spark, 

The frost-fires kindle, and soon 
Over that sea of frozen foam 

Floats the white moon.ó 

ñ Walter de la Mare 
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RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by 
The Rhode Island Chapter ð American Society of Landscape Architects 

The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,  
including upcoming meetings, seminars, awards, job opportunities and other appropriate information.  

RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions. 

Internship... 

duced to our first project. No time is 
wasted because one of the places we 
visited in our first afternoon just hap-
pened to double as a site visit for this 
project. For the past few months we 
have seen a wide range of projects, 
including an apartment complex cir-
culation and landscape master plan to 
a 200,000-square-meter sustainable, 
mixed use planning project. The lan-
guage barrier has complicated the 
workplace at times, but projects 
move along quite smoothly. That is 
the beauty of our field ς if you can communicate well graphically, there is no lan-
guage  needed to see that an idea or plan looks good and works well. 

Aside from Shanghai, we have traveled west to Hangzhou and Nanjing and south 
to Hong Kong. We plan to head north in November to visit two other URI LAR 
ŀƭǳƳƴƛΣ bƛƴŀ aŀǊŜƭƭƛ Ωмм ŀƴŘ aŜƎŀƴ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ΩлфΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 
similar to ours in late September. Beijing is more of a traditional city compared to 
Shanghai, so their experiences will be slightly different. All in all, our time here in 
China has been great and the projects we have seen are unlike any other entry level 
graduate entering the work force in the United States. The opportunity for land-
scape architects to flourish here in China is vast, the hospitality from our employer 
has been greatly appreciated, and we are happy to have had the chance to come 
over and take in a new culture, while we begin our lives in the working world. It is a 
relationship that should grow and benefit both the URI community, as well as these 
Chinese companies that have taken us under their wings. Everyone can dream big, 
but the cooperation shown by URI and our current employers on the other side of 
the world has truly allowed us to Think Big. 

τ Adam Bernardino & Jeff Scherr 
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April is National Landscape Architecture Month 
With the theme of Public Health and Landscape Architecture, 
NLAM 2012 will welcome new and necessary discussions about 
the profession across the country. Besides all the great activities 
from years past, NLAM joins in the public awareness campaign. 
hƴ лпΦнсΦмнΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ hƭƳǎǘŜŘΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ 
with the public by once again taking to the streets from coast to 
coast telling people why landscape architecture matters. 
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Dear Chapter Members, 

   {ŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΗ IƻǇŜ 
that you all had a wonderful 
holiday season. The start of a 
new year leads many to reflect 
on their lives and to resolve 
change. ASLA is no exception. 

   When I attended the Chapter President Council 
Meetings back in October, ASLA informed us of new 
changes they would be implementing in 2012. One 
change is to encourage licensed landscape architects to 
ǳǎŜ άt[!έ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ 
ŦƻǊ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ōŜƘƛƴŘ 
the use of PLA is to provide a mechanism to identify li-
censed landscape architects. The choice of PLA versus 
another designation was made for various reasons, some 
ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
terminology and that it is consistent with existing post 
nominal abbreviations in related disciplines; such as engi-
neering (PE) and land surveying (PLS). You will be seeing 
more information from ASLA in the coming year on this 
subject. 

Another change is a new public awareness campaign 
that includes quarterly themes that have been chosen to 
bridge the gap between landscape architects and the 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ нлмн ƛǎ ΨDǊŜŜƴ 
LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦΩ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
United States in the mid 1990s that highlights the impor-
tance of the natural environment in the decisions about 
land use planning. Essentially the incorporation of rain 
gardens, pervious paving, low impact developments, on 
site storm water management and green roofs are all 
examples. I encourage you all to reach out to someone 
outside of the profession and share with them a success 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƻƴ ΨDǊŜŜƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǊ 
to find a way to utilize this on your next design. 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ƛǎ ΨtǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘΦΩ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ 
the second quarter is also National Landscape Architec-
ǘǳǊŜ aƻƴǘƘ ό!ǇǊƛƭύΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ 
both as well as kick off the spring season. If you have any 
ƛŘŜŀǎΣ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳΗ 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Wheeler 
Twitter: JoshWheeler33 

josh@allislandlandscape.com 

Presidentõs Letter 
Josh Wheeler, ASLA 

 

http://www.asla.org/campaign


    Greetings and Happy New 
Year! I hope you all are well 
and that you are able to keep 
busy this coming year. 

    Two things last year were 
very successful for the RIASLA 

and National. First, our expanded use of the advocacy net-
work has clearly worked to influence the continuation of 
TE Program in the Transportation Bill. This is going to con-
tinue to be a struggle, but we have become more and 
more effective with the help of the ASLA Staff in targeting 
our messages. Secondly, the Landscape Architecture Public 
Awareness Program was finally launched last August, gar-
nering an extraordinary amount of press and email cover-
age throughout the nation. This coming year there are 
plans to hold four major events around the topics of Trans-
portation, Green Infrastructure, Historic Landscapes and 
Urban Parks. The chapter would like any thoughts you 
might have regarding possible programs that we might do 
in connection with the above topics.  

ASLA Annual Meeting Actions 

At its San Diego meeting, the Board of Trustees: ap-
proved the 2012 budget and Annual Operating Plan for the 
Society; amended the ASLA strategic objectives to include 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ {ƛǘŜǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜϰ 
ό{L¢9{ϰύΤ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀπ
tion for licensure (see Government Affairs section); re-
viewed progress of priority initiatives including the public 
awareness campaign, government advocacy, and SITES; 
held a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
Threats) assessment discussion as part of ASLA strategic 
planning. The Board also approved the recommendation of 
the Task Force on Accreditation and Reciprocity to expand 
the scope of the Landscape Architectural Accreditation 
Board (LAAB) to include non-degree granting (certificate) 
first-professional landscape architecture programs; such 
programs would have to meet the same standards used by 
LAAB to evaluate degree-granting programs and would 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ 
entry.  

Universal Designation Policy 

At its last meeting, the ASLA Board of Trustees approved 
the Professional Licensure: Universal Designation policy, 
which encourages all licensed landscape architects to use 
the post nominal ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ άt[!Φέ !ǎ ŀƴ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘΣέ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
enable potential clients and the general public to identify 
licensed practitioners. It will also provide consistent recog-
nition for the landscape architecture profession. In addi-
tion to the policy language, a summary with frequently 
asked questions is available to chapters for promotion of 
the designation to their members.  

Surface Transportation Law 

On November 4, the Senate Environment and Public 
Works (EPW) Committee released a draft bill for a two-year 
reauthorization of the surface transportation law. The pro-
posal did include a reauthorization for the Transportation 
Enhancements (TE), Safe Routes to School, and Recrea-
tional Trails programs. However, the proposal lumps all 
three programs together along with programs to build high
-occupancy vehicle (HOV) roads and wetlands mitigation 
projects, and dramatically reduces funding levels for all 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ άƻǇǘ ƻǳǘέ 
of the pedestrian and bicycle programs and divert their 
portion of funding to spend on other road projects. ASLA 
and other Defense of TE coalition members have been 
working with EPW staff on amendments that would elimi-
ƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ άƻǇǘ ƻǳǘέ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
independent status of these programs.  

During the general sessions at the recent 2011 ASLA 
Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA, then-President Jonathan 
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Trusteeõs Report 
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Mueller, FASLA, and Executive Vice President Nancy Somer-
ville, Hon. ASLA, urged all attendees to go to the ASLA Com-
mons on the EXPO floor to use the ASLA Advocacy Network 
to send a message to their legislators about another senate 
amendment to eliminate the TE program. ASLA members 
stood in line to send their messages and helped other advo-
cates around the country defeat this amendment offered by 
Senator Rand Paul (KY) to completely eliminate the TE pro-
gram. Ultimately, 60 senators voted against the amend-
ment, leaving funding for the program intact, for the mo-
ment. Great job! 

TIGER Grant and Other Legistration 

Recently, members of the House/Senate Conference 
Committee agreed to a $55.6 billion spending measure for 
the Departments of Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment (HUD), and related agencies. The measure would 
provide $500 million for the popular TIGER grant program. 
However, funding was eliminated for the Sustainable Com-
munities Initiative, I¦5Ωǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
Partnership for Sustainable Communities, which provides 
grants to help communities integrate housing, transporta-
tion, and land use policies when planning for their futures. 
Funding was also eliminated for all high-speed rail projects. 

On November 19, President Obama signed into law H.R. 
674, legislation to repeal a federal law that would require 
federal, state, and local governments to withhold three per-
cent of most payments to contractors and vendors. As a 
member of the Government Withholding Relief Coalition, 
ASLA has been working to repeal this provision to help pro-
tect small landscape architecture firms who would be faced 
with cash flow issues from the upfront tax withholding. 

ASLA has sent a letter to Director Jonathan Jarvis, Hon. 
ASLA, of the National Park Service applauding the Obama 
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǊōŀƴ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ 
2012 budget. The letter also makes several recommenda-
tions for project evaluation categories including connector 
parks, trails and greenways, anchor parks, environmental 
justice parks, threatened ecosystems and conserving water-
fronts and coastal and flood zone areas as parks. 

Trustee... 

Internship Position Wanted ς Travis Kalberer, a junior 
ƛƴ ¦wLΩǎ [!w ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wL 
area to learn more about the design process and imple-
mentation. He currently owns and operates a hardscape 
construction company in RI. He would like to gain hands-
on experience particularly in the areas of storm water 
management, urban design, streetscapes and sustainable 
design.  Travis can be reached via email: travis_ 
kalberer@kalbererlandscaping.com or (401) 569-8692. 

http://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/Public_Policies/Licensure%20Universal%20Designation.pdf
http://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/PLA%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/PLA%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
http://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=112&session=1&vote=00190
http://www.dot.gov/recovery/ost/faqs.htm
http://blog.hud.gov/2011/06/16/partnership-sustainable-communities/
http://www.asla.org/FederalGovernmentAffairs.aspx?id=32538
http://www.asla.org/FederalGovernmentAffairs.aspx?id=32538
http://www.withholdingrelief.com/
mailto:travis_kalberer@kalbererlandscaping.com
mailto:travis_kalberer@kalbererlandscaping.com

