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-I-C-K-E-Y-M-O-U-S-E. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǎƻƴƎΦ hǾŜǊ 
the past two summers I have enjoyed the privilege of being a cast member at the Walt Dis-
ney World Resort in Orlando, Florida. The positions were both very different from each 
other, but very rewarding experiences. 

My first encounter with the company as an employee was as a professional intern with 
their Horticulture Department. There I worked at Epcot, Downtown Disney and the nearby 
ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘǿŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ϧ ¸ŀŎƘǘ /ƭǳōΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ 
my primary assignment was routine landscape maintenance and special installation assign-
ments. While many cast members work during the hours the parks are open, we usually 
went in overnight. Our shifts started anywhere between midnight and 5 a.m. Most of the 
projects we were involved with included replacing bedding plants and maintaining the 
landscape. The most interesting project was planting 9,000 flowering plants in an hour and 
a half at the front entrance of Epcot, one of the most iconic locations on the property. 

Along with all of this, we also had educational field trips to various locations around cen-
tral Florida, including Leu Gardens and the Orlando Botanical Gardens. In addition to the 
trips, we also took a 150-plant identification test and produced a design project. My design 
was the winning design of all the interns. These opportunities led to a chance to return the 
following summer with the Design and Engineering department.  

Continued on page 2 
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Jared Sell gets a hug from his pal Mickey Mouse during his summer 2011  
internship at Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida. 

Anything but a Mickey Mouse  

Summer Internship 

òThe stripped and shapely 
Maple grieves 

The ghosts of her 
Departed leaves. 

The ground is hard, 
As hard as stone. 
The year is old, 

The birds are flown. 

And yet the world, 
In its distress, 

Displays a certain 
Loveliness.ó 

ñ John Updike 
A Child's Calendar 
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RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by 
The Rhode Island Chapter ð American Society of Landscape Architects 

The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,  
including upcoming meetings, seminars, awards, job opportunities and other appropriate information.  

RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions. 
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  This summer, I took that opportunity and interned with 
5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
work was to maintain and/or enhance the existing condi-
tions at Walt Disney World Resort. The department was a 
multi-disciplinary group, spanning from electrical engineers 
to paint specialists. The projects I worked on ranged any-
ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ άƳŜŜǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜǘέ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity to visit various projects that are currently under 
construction, including the new Fantasyland at Magic King-
dom expansion, which will include four new attractions and 
two new restaurants.  

   This experience was dramatically different from the previ-
ous summer, due to the nature of the job. The first intern-
ship was more hands-on with the implementation of de-
signs, where the second year was a lot of hands-on experi-
ence with the creation and planning stages of landscape 

design. Both internships helped me understand the inner workings of this world-famous 
attraction and the uniqueness of the many different elements. 

Design is often meant to blend in, and at Disney they go to great lengths to make sure 
the experience is the memory, and landscape design helps to frame those memories. 
Nothing is left to chance, nothing is shortchanged. Throughout both internships I was 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ άƎƻƻŘέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƎǊŜŀǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ 
finished was getting another round of updates. From the parade routes to hotel en-
trances and courtyards everything needed to be perfect. Often people forget the impor-
tance of design, but as a Disney landscape architect I learned that even the smallest de-
tails make up parts of the memory and experience. 

One of the greatest resources I gained from the entire experience was the connec-
tions I made nationwide. Over the two summers, I have worked with more than 30 land-
scape architecture students, ranging from Utah State, to U. of Georgia, to U. of Michi-
ƎŀƴΦ  ! ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
what is the next big software program. It always amazed us how radically different each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
just over a year since I completed my first internship and looking back on the experi-
ence, I would not trade it for anything.   

Disney World is a great place to work and learn. Each year, thousands of interns get 
to live and work in Orlando, but few of the assignments let you be part of the creative 
process the way landscape architects and designers get to be. Our plans and ideas are 
built in to the experiences the guest have. There are so many different areas including 
hotels, water features, attractions and infrastructure, each with opportunities. And just 
about every one of these will get you humming: M-I-C-K-E-Y-M-O-U-S-E!  

Jared Sell is president of the Student Chapter ASLA at the University of Rhode Island. 

Internship... 
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   Dear Rhode Island Chapter Mem-
bers, 

   I would like to thank all of the ex-
ecutive board members and chapter 
members for giving me this opportu-
nity to serve as President of the 
Rhode Island ASLA chapter. I would 

also like to take the time to thank Richard Sheridan for the 
outstanding leadership and guidance he has shown our 
chapter during his year of presidency.  

I would like to take a moment to introduce myself to 
everyone. I have lived in Rhode Island my whole life and 
graduated from the University of Rhode Island with a 
Bachelor of Landscape Architecture and a minor in Biology. 
/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ LΩƳ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ Lǎπ
land Landscape, which is based in Portsmouth, Rhode Is-
land. Having worked for both design build and design only 
firms, I have gained a unique perspective into the world of 
Landscape Architecture. Since the beginning of my training 
I have learned various design, construction and masonry 
techniques from several local professionals. I look forward 
to the year ahead as I enter into this new phase of my ca-
reer in Landscape Architecture. 

While President, I would like to see an increase in the 
events that RIASLA participates in. Networking is the foun-
dation of our business, and bringing in other professions 
that we deal with on a daily basis would prove useful for 
every chapter member. These networking events could also 
connect veteran Landscape Architects with the newer gen-
eration and students. Whether you are new to the profes-
sion, or have been in for 30-plus years, there is always 
something you can gain by expanding your network of pro-
fessionals.   

Another avenue that will have more attention from RI-
ASLA is our social media campaign. Most of our members 
are members of Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter to name 
only a few. By having an active RIASLA presence in these 
outlets, it will allow for our members to stay informed on 
current issues, and hopefully at the same time bring in 
more student involvement from both RISD and URI.  

I look forward to working with both Richard and the ex-
ecutive board members to further push RIASLA forward. I 
am very passionate about our profession and the future of 
this chapter and welcome any comments or ideas that you 
may have on the present or future of the chapter. Follow 
me on Twitter for updates at: JoshWheeler33. 

Presidentõs Letter 
Josh Wheeler, ASLA 

 



    Hi All! I hope you have had a 
rewarding and restful summer 
and that work picks up a bit this 
fall.  

    Your recent advocacy work 
has partially paid off on the 

transportation enhancement program. Thanks to the tre-
mendous efforts of ASLA advocates, Senator Tom Coburn 
(OK) has temporarily halted his attempts to eliminate the 
Transportation Enhancements (TE) program. During recent 
attacks on the TE program, ASLA advocates have sent 
about 2,500 messages to Capitol Hill, which helped stave 
off elimination of the program. However, the fight does 
ƴƻǘ ŜƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ /ƻōǳǊƴ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ άǊŜŦƻǊƳέ ǘƘŜ ¢9 ǇǊƻπ
gram when the Senate takes up a long term transportation 
reauthorization bill in the coming months. ASLA encour-
ages all its members to continue to use the Advocacy Net-
work  to reach out to their legislators about supporting the 
Transportation Enhancements and other key transporta-
tion programs important to the profession. 

Living Communities Act 

Good news from Washington! Senator Robert Menen-
dez (NJ) has introduced S. 1621 the Livable Communities 
Act of 2011. The LCA would assist regions, cities, and 
towns in taking a long term planning approach to growth, 
through better alignment of transportation, housing, land 
use, and economic development, authorize the Sustainable 
Communities Partnership among the US Department of 
Transportation, the US Environmental Protection Agency 
and the US Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. The bill would also create a loan program for infra-
structure improvements (streetscape, utilities) in prepara-
tion for transit-oriented development.  

Stormwater Management Data 

Case studies from our massive green infrastructure for 
stormwater management data collection campaign earlier 
this year are now up and available to ASLA members and 
the public. You can view the results of our survey and the 
475+ case studies that more than 300 ASLA members sub-
mitted! Thanks again to members who shared their green 
infrastructure and low impact development best practices.  

Design Resource Guides 

Three of the original and most popular sustainable design 
resource guides have been edited and updated: Green In-
frastructure; Sustainable Transportation; and Sustainable 
Urban Development, which are located on the ASLA Web 
site (www.asla.org) and should help us all keep current, 
enabling us to the write the best proposals and have up-to-
date references as we go forward. 

Sustainable Sites Initiative 

{L¢9{ϰ ς keep a look-out in November for the publica-
tion for the Sustainable SITES Manual. You can preorder 
your copy through Amazon. I think this will be a very im-
portant development for the profession that allows us to 
have an accountable method for sustainable development. 
This will greatly round out LEEDS and raise the level of the 
profession of landscape architecture. 

The {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ {ƛǘŜǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜϰ ό{L¢9{ϰύ Ƙŀǎ launched 
a survey to determine the feasibility of professional cre-
dentialing and project certification. SITES is currently 
working with the Green Building Certification Institute 
(GBCI), which manages the certification and credentialing 
programs for the Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
5ŜǎƛƎƴ ό[995ύ DǊŜŜƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ wŀǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎϰΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ 
is open until Wednesday, November 2, and respondents 
are eligible to win a $100 Amazon gift card. 

For questions about the survey, please contact Will 
Terrill at wterrill@gbci.org ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά{L¢9{ {ǳǊǾŜȅέ ƛƴ 
the subject line.  
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Trusteeõs Report 
Colgate Searle, FASLA                                          
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Construction Site Stormwater Compliance Workshop 

Nov. 15 ð 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
RIDEM, 235 Promenade St., Room 300, Providence 

All Participants will receive certificates for 5.0 Professional Development Hours 

8 ς 8:30 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:30 ς 8:45 a.m. Welcome ς Erik Beck, PE, Supervising  
     Sanitary Engineer, RIDEM Office of Water 
     Resources 

8:45 ς 9:15 a.m. Overview of Environmental Results Pro-
     gram (ERP) ς Ronald N. Gagnon, PE, Chief, 
     RIDEM Office of Customer and Technical 
     Assistance 

9:15 ς 10:15 a.m. Construction Site Stormwater Compli-
     ance Workbook ς Brian Lafaille, PE,   
     Senior Sanitary Engineer, RIDEM RIPDES 

10:15 ς 10:30 a.m. Break 

10:30 ς 12 p.m. The Evolution of Jobsite Sediment Control 
     Technology ς Pete Hanrahan, CPESC,  
     President, NEIECA Chapter 

12 ς 1 p.m.  Lunch (on your own) 

1 ς 2 p.m.  The Evolution of Jobsite Erosion Control  
    Technology ς Pete Hanrahan, CPESC 

2 ς 2:30 p.m. Introduction to the Rhode Island Model  
    SWPPP ς Alison Hamel, Environmental  
    Scientist, RIDOT Natural Resources Unit 

2:30 ς 3 p.m. Questions & Answers, Closing Remarks 

The $20.00 workshop fee includes continental breakfast 
and all conference materials. To register send a check, pay-
able to the Northeast Chapter of the International Erosion 
Control Association to:  

Brandon B. Faneuf 
Ecosystem Solutions, Inc. 
24 Kenmore Street ς PO Box 469 
West Warwick, RI  02893    

For more information, contact Brandon Faneuf at: 
bfaneuf@ecosystem-solutions.com       

mailto:bfaneuf@ecosystem-solutions.com
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 Specifications for New Regulations  

This program will address issues with new regulations 
going into effect in March of 2012. It is open to all Chapter 
members as well as all city and town recreation depart-
ment personnel, who are encouraged to attend.  

 Course Description and Learning Objectives  

 ASTM F1292 is the governing standard for regulating 
the safety performance of playground surfacing.  It is an 
extremely important and relevant document for anyone 
considering the purchase of a playground safety surface.  
The document however is highly technical and even a 
careful read can prove too technical to provide mean-
ingful information to the average reader.  The following 
course has been designed to provide insight into the key 
concepts of the document using everyday language and 
terms that you can understand.  The course further ex-
plains how the information contained within the stan-
dard can be used to create a performance based safety 
surfacing specification.  If you are involved in any aspect 
of specifying or purchasing playground surfacing, this 
course is a must for you.  

Key Learning Objectives 

There are 3 main learning objectives in which this 
presentation is based. They include:  

1. Unravel the key terms and concepts within the ASTM 
1292 standard using everyday language and exam-
ples.  

2. Provide the tools to allow you to explain the most 
important concepts in the Standard to a customer in 
simplistic but effective terms.    

3. Discuss methods of designing a performance based 
specification or purchasing contract that will utilize 
concepts from the ASTM F-1292 standard to legiti-
mize the specification and protect your customers 
surfacing investment.  

 A Thai buffet will also be served during this free 
event. The BEB is located at 231 South Main St., Provi-
dence. For more information, contact Karen Beck at 
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com. 

This course is presented by RIASLA sponsor J.P. LaRue 
of Little Compton, RI representatives for safety surfacing  
and play equipment and  

Landscape Architecture 

Continuing Education SystemTM 

Designing Performance Based Playground  
Safety Surfacing Specifications  

Nov. 15 ð 5 to 8 p.m.  

Bayard Ewing Building, RISD Providence 

mailto:kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com
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