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Hello all, and thank you once again for taking the time to read our latest  
RIASLA Newsletter. As spring slowly rolls into summer, hereõs hoping that  
everyoneõs workload picks up in the months ahead. There are not a lot of local 
happenings to report for this month, so I will instead focus on more national  
issues and events. 

The annual Executive Committee elections for the Rhode Island Chapter are 
right around the corner. Time has certainly passed quickly. Our deadline to  
report our new officers to ASLA is August 17. If anyone is interested in running 
for a position, please get in touch with me or Karen Beck as soon as possible.  
Art Eddy is our President-Elect, and he will very capably be taking over for me  
at the Annual Meeting in Chicago at the end of September. 

The Executive Committee recently met, and one of the items on the agenda 
was a consideration of 2010 chapter dues. Iõm happy to report that the Commit-
tee voted unanimously to keep our state chapter dues for Full, Associate and  
Affiliate members at their current rates. It should be noted, though, that as of 
January 1, 2010, ASLA National dues rates will increase by $13 per year for all 
membership categories except student, student affiliate and corporate. 

Visions of Smart Growth and Sustainability  

The Florida Chapter has recently debuted a new publication about sustainable 
development. The 150-page-plus publication is available as a free download from 
the FLASLA website at www.flasla.org/docs/ASLA%20Visions%20of%
20Smart%20Growth%20and%20Sustainability.pdf. 

Visions of Smart Growth and Sustainability was conceived to assist the implementa-
tion of Central Floridaõs groundbreaking regional planning effort, but the final 
product is useful for regional and community planning efforts in any locale. As an 
adjunct to the process, 50-plus landscape architects from throughout Florida 
joined together in a charrette to create images and narrative about how sustain-
able development techniques might be applied throughout the state and beyond. 
The Visions book is organized into nine chapters covering typical development 
types, such as commercial òMarketplace,ó residential òNeighborhoods,ó transpor-
tation òCorridors,ó òNatural Environments,ó and òOpen Space.ó The resulting 
book contains an extensive array of ideas in support of urban livability and envi-
ronmental stewardship. Iõve had an opportunity to look through the publication, 
and it certainly has a great deal of information that could be applied in our com-
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òThe world is abundant, we require  

only a deference born of understanding  

to fulfill manõs promise. Man is that 

uniquely conscious creature who can  

perceive and express. He must become  

the steward of the biosphere. To do this,  

he must design with nature.ó 

ð  Ian McHarg 
From Design with Nature 
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RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by 
The Rhode Island Chapter ã American Society of Landscape Architects 

The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,  
including upcoming meetings, seminars, awards, job opportunities and other appropriate information.  

RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions. 

munities here in Rhode Island as well. I 
think it would be a great addition to any 
landscape architectõs library. 

Facebook / Twitter 

As many of you are aware, RIASLA 
and the URI Landscape Architecture 
alumni both have Facebook pages that 
we have recently developed. Just when I 
thought we had all of the latest technol-
ogy covered, ASLA announces that they 
have set up several Twitter accounts and 
even have a YouTube page. Iõm waving 
the white flag as I write this. I under-
stand that some State Chapters have also 
set up Twitter accounts as well, so I 
think it is our responsibility to at least 
look into it to see how successful the 
state chapter accounts have been before 
we make a decision to create a RIASLA 
account. I  personally  do not 
òTweetó (nor did I ever expect to write 
something like that in my professional 
career), but for those of you who do and 
are interested in following ASLA na-
tional news and events, you can sub-
scribe to the ASLA accounts at 
www.twitter.com. Just search for 
ASLAMeeting, ReachLAs, and ASLA-
Pres2009. And if you are interested in 
ASLA videos, you can check out 
w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
landscapearchitects. Next up: the RI-
ASLA blog!  Just kidding. Maybe. 

Safe Route to School Program 

Iõve tried very hard to keep politics 
out of the Presidentõs Letter since taking 
over last year. I simply donõt feel this is 
the proper forum for me (or anyone else 
for that matter) to express political 

opinions. Those of you who know me 
are well aware of mine anyway. So I will 
try to keep this next piece as party-
neutral as possible. Last month, ASLA 
joined in endorsing Senate Bill 1156, 
legislation introduced by Senator Tom 
Harkin (D) of Iowa that would reauthor-
ize the Safe Routes to School Program 
(SRTS). Under the new legislation, the 
SRTS program would be strengthened 
and expanded to include high schools 
and would also allow states to spend a 
portion of their funds to address bus 
stop safety and improved access in rural 
communities. ASLA is working with 
Senator Harkin to include this important 
legislation in the upcoming omnibus 
transportation bill. A number of SRTS 
projects are currently under way or have 
been recently completed here in Rhode 
Island, and increasing the funding for 
this important program acts as an eco-
nomic benefit to all landscape architects. 

However (and isnõt there always a 
however?), on June 4, Senate Minority 
Leader John Boehner (R) of Ohio and 
Senate Minority Whip Eric Cantor (R) 
of Virginia filed a proposal that aims to 
cut several billion dollars from the fed-
eral budget over the next five years by 
eliminating certain federal programs that 
provide critical services to our nation 
and are important to landscape archi-
tects. Numerous sections of the pro-
posal would negatively impact the pro-
grams that ASLA advocates for on behalf 
of the profession. Specifically, the pro-
posal recommends eliminating transpor-
tation enhancements, terminating fed-
eral funding for non-motorized trans-
portation projects, including pedestrian 
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and bike paths, preventing state and local governments 
from using Land and Water Conservation funds, and (you 
guessed it) terminating the Safe Routes to School program. 

Again, I will not use this space to offer any political 
views, but if you are as outraged by this proposal as I am, I 
urge you to contact your State Senators and express your 
feelings. ASLA has already written a letter to President 
Obama outlining our position on the proposal, but every 
voice counts. 

FASLA 

Finally, the ASLA Council of Fellows Jury met in mid-

May to select members for elevation to the Council of Fel-
lows. One member of the Rhode Island Chapter, Karen 
Beck, ASLA, was nominated. The Fellows-elect will be 
announced to the membership and the media in July and 
will be inducted at the Council of Fellows Investiture din-
ner during the Annual Meeting in Chicago in September. 
See Colgate Searleõs Trusteeõs Report below for more in-
formation on Karenõs nomination. 

I hope everyone has a great spring and early summer, 
and as always I hope to see many of you at an upcoming 
Executive Committee meeting. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Specialists in Drainage, Erosion & Sedimentation Control 

80 Gilbane St., Warwick, RI  401-738-7611 

Great news! Karen Beck has been selected to be a  
Fellow of the American Society of Landscape Architects. 
Please join me in congratulating her and participating in 
her induction at the annual ASLA meeting in Chicago in 
September. Karen is starting to develop a list of people 
for her table. Please let her know if you will be attending 
the ceremony.  

Karen Beck was my proxy at the mid-year Board of 
Trustees meeting in Washington, DC this past April. She 
said everything went as usual. There were across-the-
board cuts in the expansion of programs, travel and other 
unnecessary items so that the Societyõs budget for õ09, 
õ10 and õ11 is in line with projected revenues. Lobby day 
that preceded the meeting was very successful, and the 
Rhode Island Chapter is working with Washington to set 
up more direct communications with Representative 
Langevin because of his Committee appointments.  

Governance 

EVP Nancy Somerville participated in a stakeholder 
meeting with Congressman Earl Blumenauer (OR), 
Hon. ASLA, to discuss strategies for funding the up-
coming reauthorization of the surface transportation 
bill. 

Reminder: June 10 was the deadline for chapters to 
RSVP for the annual ASLA Licensure and Advocacy 
Summit. The summit will be held August 7-9 in Alex-
andria, Virginia. Susan Votta will be representing the 

(Continued on page 4) 

Trusteeõs Report 

Colgate Searle, FASLA                                          

Presidentõs Letter... 



Page 4 / July ã August 2009 / RIASLA  

RI Chapter. If you have any concerns or questions, 
please contact her at 401-222-2023, ext. 4468. 

ASLA Advocacy Day is still yielding legislative results. 
As a result of visits from ASLA members, Congressman 
F. Allen Boyd (FL) and Congressman David Price (NC) 
have recently joined in co-sponsoring Complete Streets 
legislation. Both congressional offices contacted ASLA 
members to inform them of their support for the bill. 
Currently, H.R. 1443 has 26 co-sponsors and S. 584 
has 5 co-sponsors. 

On May 14, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 
2187, the 21st Century Green High-Performing Public 
Schools Facilities Act by a vote of 275-155. The bill 
would authorize $6.4 billion in FY 2010 for school con-
struction projects, including projects that meet envi-
ronmentally friendly standards for school moderniza-
tion or renovations to their facilities. Most notably, 
grant recipients could use funds for òrepairing, replac-
ing, or installing green roofs, including extensive, in-
tensive or semi-intensive green roofs and for other 

components of green roof systems.ó ASLA worked with 
the Office of Congresswoman Allyson Schwartz (PA), 
Hon. ASLA, on an amendment that would allow funds 
in the bill to be used for greenhouses, gardens including 
tree plantings, and other facilities for environmental, 
scientific or other educational purposes or to produce 
energy savings. The amendment was unanimously ac-
cepted by the House and incorporated into the bill. 

As a member of the Rivers & Trails Coalition, ASLA 
has joined in signing a letter to Senate Interior Appro-
priations Chair Dianne Feinstein and Ranking Member 
Lamar Alexander (TN) urging them to include ade-
quate funding for the National Park Serviceõs Rivers, 
Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program. 
The RTCA Program provides assistance to develop  
locally led conservation and outdoor recreation projects 
across the country. Many ASLA chapters have provided 
assistance under this program. 

Publishing and Resources 

Total year-to-date sales of Landscape Architecture  
magazine are at 68 percent of annual budget goal. For 
comparison purposes, this would be 76 percent of the 
actual 2008 sales total. The August issue will feature the 
2009 professional award winners and the sales team is 
targeting approximately 100 prospects whose products 
are featured in those projects.  

Exhibitors have signed 307 contracts for the 2009 
EXPO, bringing sales to 67 percent of annual budget 
goal. In comparison to 2008 actual total sales, this would 
be 79 percent, so 2009 sales are keeping pace with 2008. 

Growing the Profession 

ASLA and the Council of Landscape Architectural  
Registration Boards (CLARB) recently signed an agree-
ment to improve resources for those preparing to take 
the Landscape Architect Registration Exam (LARE).  
Under this agreement, CLARB will produce vignette 
problems for the two graphic sections of the exam:  
Section C (Site Design) and Section E (Grading, Drainage 
and Stormwater Management). Each year, CLARB will 
provide two vignette problems for each of these sections. 
Each problem will be matched with two acceptable  
solutions. 

ASLAõs role in this partnership is to make these  
vignettes widely available. The first set of these vignettes 
is now posted on the ASLA website. The LARE Prep 
Subcommittee is developing materials that will provide 
some context for the vignettes and general guidance for 
exam candidates. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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ADAPTATION:  Lesson from the Netherlands ð Water Needs Space 

By Jean-Marie Macabrey, E&E European reporter 

(Published 05/27/2009)  

AMSTERDAM ð A delegation of federal and Louisiana 
officials, led by U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu (D-La.) and 
U.S. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson, began a four-day visit 
through the Netherlands yesterday to learn how the Dutch 
manage their water system. 

The delegation, including members of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, will also explore the Dutch approach 
to climate change adaptation and mitigation. The first les-
son of the trip? You donõt just fight water with dams and 
pumps: You must give it space. 

òWe came here to learn about what the Dutch have been 
doing for many years to protect their people from the rav-
ages of flooding and how their system not only seems to 
protect people from flooding, but also has contributed to  
a high quality of life,ó explained Landrieu during a press 
conference at the end of the visitõs first day. Fifty-five  
percent of the Netherlands is below sea level, an area 
where 60 percent of its population lives and where 65  
percent of its gross national product is produced. This 
makes the country extremely vulnerable to both sea-level 
rise and river flooding. 

The city of Amsterdam and its surrounding area are  
confronted with climate change in many ways. A city  
document states that the risk of flooding will increase in 
Laag Nederland ð the countryõs low-lying western sea-
board, where the Amsterdam metropolitan area stands ð 
due to the combination of rising sea levels and greater river 
discharges. 

òPrecipitation in the winter is also likely to increase, 
while winter and summer showers will be heavier and more 
frequent,ó adds the document. òIt is primarily the heavy 
showers that present an increased risk of flooding if the  
capacity of the provisions and/or expanses of surface water 
are inadequate.ó 

Although Landrieu had previously led a similar delega-
tion to the Netherlands in 2006 in the wake of Hurricane 
Katrina to study its flood protection and water management 
systems, this weekõs visit will focus more on what the  
Louisiana senator has called the ònuts and bolts of internal 
water management,ó both in urban environments and on 
rural inland terrain. 

The visit started yesterday with a day trip by bus, boat 
and tramway to various areas on the outskirts of Amster-

(Continued on page 6) 
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dam. The delegation heard how polders ð areas of low-
lying land reclaimed from a sea, lake, or river, usually by 
the building of dikes ð were created and how their water 
level is carefully regulated by pumping water in or out of 
the polder. 

The big question: Where do you store stormwater? 
At dayõs end, the delegation visited IJburg, a sustainable 
neighborhood just outside Amsterdam that is currently 
being built on artificial islands raised from IJ Lake. No 
houses here are more than 400 meters from the tramway 
stops; all its schools are at walking distance from homes, 
and car ownership is low. 

At several stops during the day, the American visitors 
heard their Dutch hosts explain the ways in which they are 
now attempting to find as much space as possible for flood-
water, rather than just damming it with levees or pumping 
it out to rivers and the sea. 

During an interview on a boat on the Amstel River ð 
where, it was noticed, the water level was much higher 
than that of the land surrounding it behind the levees ð 
Maarten Claassen, strategic adviser at Waternet, Amster-

damõs water authority, explained that local stakeholders 
such as the water authority, urban planners and architects 
are making a concerted effort to find ways to store storm-
water locally. 

Some examples of storage sites are on rooftops, under 
buildings or in parks specially designed for the purpose. 
Claassen added that there are even plans afoot to store  
water in òplastic boxesó under òfloating sports fields.ó  
Another technique involves lowering the areas between 
dikes so that more water can be discharged. Local authori-
ties are also trying to transform agricultural land into natu-
ral land, but they are encountering resistance from farmers 
attached to their polders. 

Fighting the ôfight of pavementõ in the U.S. 

The EPAõs Jackson found this particular aspect of the 
visit most interesting. She said she liked the idea of not 
òrushing to pump out water when it rainsó but rather doing 
everything possible òto hold an amount of water.ó Added 
Jackson, òWe all know, as the climate changes and we see 
more and more rain, that we have to stop fighting it: We 
actually have to learn how to live with water. All over the 
[United States], we are fighting the fight of pavement.ó 
Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson, president of New Orleansõ 

(Continued from page 5) 
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city council, agreed: òWe have to learn how to live with 
water. We tend to run from it, build the levees higher; we 
need to learn how to make water a more integrated part of 
our cities, and no one does that better than Amsterdam.ó 

Clarkson was par-
ticularly impressed 
by the Netherlandsõ 
reclaiming of its land 
from water. 

Other members of 
the delegation were 

impressed by the way in which water issues are handled on 
the administrative level in Amsterdam and its region. Lee 
Einsweiler, a planning and zoning expert with the Austin, 
Texas-based consultancy firm Code Studio, said that for 
him, the main lesson of the day was the regional dimension 
of water management in the Amsterdam region. 

òWaternet is a very different kind of agency from what 
we have in the United States,ó said Einsweiler. òIt involves a 
whole variety of water issues in a single agency instead of 
fragmenting them into various different agencies. Because 

of that, [water management] is much more naturally coor-
dinated [than in the United States].ó Regarding the water 
sector, Einsweiler also noted that there is much more regu-
lation in the Netherlands than in the United States. 
With an annual budget of û450 million and 1,650 employ-
ees, Waternet serves 1.2 million inhabitants and manages 
65 million gallons per day of drinking water, 94 million 
gallons of waste water, 23,500 acres of surface water, 
4,500 miles of canals and rivers, 500 miles of dikes and 
3,800 miles of pipes. 

The Hague-Baton Rouge connection 

After Amsterdam yesterday, todayõs trip will take the 
American delegation to The Hague, the Netherlandsõ politi-
cal capital, where it will be briefed by officials from the 
Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Manage-
ment on national water management policy and practices. 
In The Hague, delegates will also meet with several mem-
bers of Parliament. 

Tomorrow, the delegation will move on to Rotterdam ð 
Europeõs largest commercial harbor ð a city that describes 
itself as a òcity on the water.ó There the delegates will study 
local plans for and research into water and climate. 

Another stop will be the historic city of Delft, where the 
delegation will take part in a session of the Dutch  
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òWe have to learn how to live 
with water. We tend to run  
from it, build the levees higher; 
we need to learn how to make 
water a more integrated part  
of our citieséó 


