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Presidentõs Letter 

Arthur J. Eddy, ASLA 

s the end of the year approaches and we all look for-
ward to moving beyond 2009, I thought it would be a 
good time to reflect on the past year. It was clearly a 

year of tremendous turmoil and struggle as the world faced 
the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. It 
would be hard to deny that world affairs have affected all of 
us in one way or another. We may have been personally 

affected, or perhaps we have friends and colleagues who have lost their jobs and strug-
gle to find salvation within the industry. But the focus of this letter is not to be pessi-
mistic; it is to look for the hidden gems that have allowed us to continue to move on 
and to move forward.  

ASLA members and volunteers are working hard to ensure a good future for land-
scape architects. In 2009, your professional organization has helped to usher the 
òSustainable Sites Initiativeó into a rating system that will be entering the pilot stage in 
2010. The American Society of Landscape Architects, The Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
flower Center and the United States Botanic Garden have worked hand and hand to 
help steer sustainable sites into the mainstream. The hope is to develop a market for 
sustainable landscapes and compete or become part of the building-centric USGBC 
LEED rating system. This is a positive step forward for landscape architects in the 
green marketplace. 

ASLA has advocated for the extension of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) through the end of 
December.  With lobbyists and advocates on Capitol Hill, ASLA is working to garner 
support for the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Act, which in turn would pro-
vide $500 billion for transportation planning and the creation of livable and environ-
mentally sustainable communities. The SAFETEA-LU program would also affect other 
programs such as the Safe Route to Schools, Complete Streets and other bicycle and 
pedestrian enhancement programs. On the state level, ASLA has continued to garner 
support for professional regulation, water and stormwater, transportation, sustainable 
design and energy conservation, livable communities, land conservation and historic 
preservation, business practices and contracting professional services.  

All of this hard work has been recognized in an article titled òLandscape Architec-
ture Puts a New Spin On Natural Systemsó in Engineering News-Record dated July 1, 

(Continued on page 2) 

RHODE  ISLAND  C HAPTER  

Presidentõs Letter  1 

Trusteeõs Report 2 

If Meadows Were Easy 4 

2010 ASLA Call for  
Presentations 

6 

2010 ASLA Awards 8 

2010 Landslide  
Nominations 

9 

RIASLA Calendar 10 

Inside this issue... 

òGive me a land  

of boughs in leaf,  

A land of trees that stand;  

Where trees are fallen  

there is grief;  

I love no leafless land.ó 

ñ A.E. Housman 
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RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by 
The Rhode Island Chapter ã American Society of Landscape Architects 

The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,  
including upcoming meetings, seminars, awards, job opportunities and other appropriate information.  

RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions. 

2009. The article identifies landscape 
architects as taking the lead òin creating 
comprehensive plans that meld nature, 
environment and development to pro-
vide sustainable habitat.ó This is a major 
step forward for landscape architects as 
the leaders of sustainable site develop-
ment with associated professionals.  

As we have all been affected by this 
economic crisis, it is more important 
now than ever to come together and 
support each other through our profes-

sional organization. More than ever, it is 
time now to get involved. Help promote 
your profession and take pride in all that 
your organization is doing for you. Best 
wishes for a great and successful 2010!   

Source: 

ASLA: http://www.asla.org/
Newsroom.aspx?category=Advocacy& 
PageTitle=Advocacy 

Engineering News-Record:  

http://enr.construction.com/opinions/

editorials/2009/0701-Landscape Archi-

tecture.asp 

(Continued from page 1) 

wish you all a happy, safe, and prosperous new year. I 
hope that the economy will improve and that we can all 
manage to keep our practices going.  

Fellows Nomination 

     I want to encourage our members to come forward for con-
sideration for nomination for Fellow of the American Society of 
Landscape Architect. The executive committee critiques and 
helps position your work, but the major responsibility for this 
application falls on the member. The process takes at least six 
weeks to put a good nomination package together. It is a lot of 

hard work, but the chapter has done a good job in the last few years with assisting this 
process with successful conclusion. 

Landscape Architecture Magazine 

The sales team closed the January 2010 issue of Landscape Architecture (LAM) at a record 
$168,477 for a January issue. This issue is the last to count toward 2009 budget revenue 
and is 12 percent higher than January 2009, five percent higher than the previous January 
issue record set in 2008, and 11 percent higher than January 2007. Total 2009 LAM reve-
nue closed at $2,252,740 or 98 percent of goal ($2.3 million). This marks the second 
month of increased year over year revenue in traditionally weaker performing issues, un-
derscoring recent positive economic news for the industry. 

In order to continue the success and the quality of LAM, I will participate in a Board of 
Trustees conference call meeting to review the mission statement and editorial policies of 

(Continued on page 3) 
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demonstration of these quality lighting products  
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LAM. As I mentioned in my last letter, we have been running 
the magazine without these important guidelines in place. I 
have reviewed the proposed mission and policies; they are 
well developed and should support the continued improve-
ment in the magazine and make clear the responsibilities of 
the editor.  

Government Affairs 

I encourage you to join the Advocacy Network to urge our 
legislators to co-sponsor H.R. 3734, the Urban Revitalization 
and Livable Communities Act. This measure would provide 
grants for the creation, rehabilitation and maintenance of 
parks and recreational spaces. The legislation includes several 
provisions that could utilize the skills of landscape architects. 
H.R. 3734 is meant to replace the now òdefunctó Urban Parks 
and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) program. Currently 
ASLA members have sent 533 messages to their members of 
Congress. However, more advocacy efforts are needed ð 
please encourage your chapter members to send messages 
today! Passage of this bill will ensure many important projects 
throughout the New England area.  

Public Relations 

ASLA earned coverage on the popular Web site How Stuff 
Works (3,800,000 visitors each month). In addition, staff se-
cured news coverage of the Sustainable Sites Initiative on the 
influential environmental Web site Mongabay.com (1,000,000 
visitors each month), GreenSource, Energy-Daily, Ecosalon, Idaho 
Mountain Express, Environmental Design + Construction and 
Planetizen.  

ASLAõs YouTube page passed the 46,000 mark for number 
of ASLA videos viewed on the site. Staff secured special Non-
Profit Status from YouTube, allowing ASLA to more widely 
promote its videos on the popular site. Staff are preparing 
new YouTube, Twitter and Vimeo designs to match the up-
coming redesign of LAND Online. For the year-to-date, 
through December 1, the ASLA Web site has hosted 646,854 
unique visitors, 1.5 million visits and 5.3 million page views, 
as reported for tagged pages in Google Analytics. 

The ASLA as a professional society is doing exceptionally 
well in comparison to our sister profession. Our membership 
has held strong, our magazine has reached a wider and wider 
audience and our annual meeting had near record attendance. 
I hope that this strength is an indicator of the health of the 
profession in these difficult economic times, and that the  
enthusiasm over the last three months is a sign of an improv-
ing economy that will help us all move forward.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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http://homeideas.howstuffworks.com/climbers-and-vines/10-creeping-vines-that-provide-privacy.htm
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http://greensource.construction.com/news/2009/091112Eco-Landscape.asp
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http://mtexpress.com/index2.php?ID=2005128784
http://www.edcmag.com/Articles/Industry_News/BNP_GUID_9-5-2006_A_10000000000000700738
http://www.planetizen.com/node/41605
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he 2009 ASLA Annual Meeting in Chicago was fun 
and educational. Barbara and I had not attended 
ASLA lately, but we wanted to see Chicago, and the 

Annual Meeting was a great opportunity. We were not 
disappointed. In fact, we really want to go back to see 
more of what we missed!  

The convention also provided ample opportunities to 
attend educational sessions and gather continuing educa-
tion credits. While we usually have focused on transporta-
tion and urban sessions, we both thought that òCreating 
Meadows and Natural Lawnsó would be a good subject to 
hear about. Neither of us knew John Greenlee, but we 
were anxious to learn his point of view. 

Mr. Greenlee is the founder and president of Geenlee 
Nursery in Chino, California. His companyõs tagline is 
òWorld Class Meadow Specialists.ó John is absolutely driven, 
and an inspiring proponent of meadows. He is an enter-
taining and informative crusader for his passion. No falling 
asleep during his lecture! Borrowing liberally from Johnõs 
outline and his animated presentation, I will try to extend 

his reach and cause all of us to immediately abandon our 
profligate sodding ways and recover our landscapes with 
natural grasses. Not universally likely, of course, but as 
John put it, òItõs a one garden at a time revolution.ó 

We all know about the wastefulness of turf, the irre-
sponsibility of extensive lawns throughout suburbia, the 
publicõs conditioning to extensive greenswards, and the 
huge industry based on lawns. I suspect that many of you 
reading this article routinely include a lot of intensive 
lawns in your landscapes, all for documented reasons: they 
represent humankindõs triumph over unruly nature, our 
clients want their prestige, kids can play on them, they are 
actually economical to establish, and mowing can be done 
by almost everyone. The highly perfected varieties gener-
ally identified as turf that were introduced with the advent 
of mechanized and chemically dependent  lawn care are so 
ubiquitous, so much the icon for òhigh quality landscapesó 
that public expectation requires them. 

[Fifteen years ago when I was designing the Ritz Carlton 

(Continued on page 5) 

If  Meadows Were Easy, Everyone Would Do Them 

Wilfrid L. Gates, Jr.  ASLA 
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Retaining Walls Made Easy 

Gabions & Reno Mattresses are rectangular baskets made of 
heavily galvanized and/or PVC-coated, double twisted, steel 
woven wire mesh, which are then filled with stone. They are 
particularly effective in restoring the environment and promot-
ing vegetation growth. They are also a cost-effective method 
of constructing retaining walls, for use in small dam remedia-
tion, and along shorelines.  

Because the stone fill allows water to seep through the struc-
ture, no additional drainage is necessary, making installation 
easier and extending the life of the structure. Gabions offer the 
capability of withstanding unexpected stresses due to ground 
settlement or scour while maintaining their structural integrity. 

Specialists in Drainage, Erosion 
 & Sedimentation Control 

38 Albion Rd., Lincoln, RI �² 401-333-1317 

If  Meadows Were Easy... 

Resort in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, I sug-
gested to the owner that since the site was 
a barren coral rock steppe, some of the 
grounds should honor the venue with 
something I called at the time òdesert-
scaping.ó The owner politely but strongly 
told me that they have in Egypt quite 
enough desert, thank you, and that the 
grounds of the Ritz would be lush and 
green. To his credit he allowed some lim-
ited areas of low demand native-like plant-
ings, as long as the appearance met the 
gardenistic expectations of a usual Ritz 
guest.] 

Grasses are found on every continent. Indigenous 
grasses, after all, are the best adapted, most self-sufficient, 
most regenerative plants available for incorporation in all 
types of natural, naturalistic and articulated landscapes. But 
there are alternatives, really good alternatives, as John 
Greenlee pointed out. John is convinced ð and convincing 
ð that meadows must assume a more prominent role in our 

landscapes. (By the way, John says to 
never refer to a meadow as a prairie, 
because most of us visualize a prairie as 
rough, tall, inhospitable and even dan-
gerous, while our mindõs eye pictures of 
meadows are usually Sound-of-Music 
alpine peaceful, bucolic flowering 
meads somehow nourishing to our 
souls.) 

Designs for meadows can certainly be 
more sophisticated than a contest 
among species clambering for domi-
nance. We can impose themes, select 
color palettes, define height regimes 
and create counterpoints to lawns. We 
can find and choose great groundcovers, 
and we should always include accents 

and òMeadow Sweetners,ó Greenleeõs term for focal points 
that intensify the rationale for the overall meadow. 
Meadow grasses are also naturals (pun intended) for green 
roofs, bio-swales, constructed wetlands and even contain-
ers. To quote John Greenlee, òWe cannot continue just 
decorating the planet.ó 
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