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Presi dent 0s L ¢
Arthur J. Eddy, ASLA

s the end of the year approaches and we all look f

ward to moving beyond 2009, | thought it would be ¢

good time to reflect on the past year. It was clearly
year of tremendous turmoil and struggle as the world fac
the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.
would be hard to deny that world affairs have affected all
us in one way or another. We may have been person:
affected, or perhaps we have friends and colleagues who have lost their jobs &
I Tove no Igp %offild afvition wHindhe fhdustry. But the focus of this letter is not to be
mistic; it is to look for the hidden gems that have allowed us to continue to m
and to move forward.

ASLA members and volunteers are working hard to ensure a good future fc
scape architects. In 2009, your professional organization has helped to us
OSustainable Sites Initiativeo into
2010. The American Society of Landscape Architects, The Lady Bird Johnso

| flgwer Genter and the United States Botanic Garden have worked hand and
help steer sustainable sites into the mainstream. The hope is to develop a m
rust eeds 2Re psgstainable landscapes and compete or become part ofctwriouliR@BC

daive me a land
of boughs in leaf,
A land of trees that stand;
Where trees are fallen
there is grief;

fi A.E. Housman

resident @s

If Meadows Were Eaby LEED rating system. This is a positive step forward for landscape architect:

2010 ASLA Call for

green marketplace.
6 ASLA has advocated for the extension of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, E

Presentations Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAREMEAIgh the end of
2010 ASLA Awards 8 December. With lobbyists and advocates on Capitol Hill, ASLA is working to
2010 Landslide support for t.h.e Surface Tranqurtation Rgauthorization Act, Which in turn woul
Nominations 9 vide $500 billion for transportation planning and the creation of livable and er
mentally sustainable communities. The SABEF&gdram would also affect other
RIASLA Calendar 10 programs such as the Safe Route to Schools, Complete Streets and other bi

pedestrian enhancement programs. On the state level, ASLA has continued t

support for professional regulation, water and stormwater, transportation, sust:
design and energy conservation, livable communities, land conservation and

Deadline March/April 201@qservation, business practices and contracting professional services.

RIASLA Newsletter Ao| | of this hard work has been r ec¢
February 1, 2010 ture Puts a New Spin On -Réeotddated July §y s
(Continued on Page
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Lsi(%aﬁ oFga%zg\tidn. More than ever, it is

time now to get involved. Help promote
2009. The article identifies landscapmeir profession and take pride in all tha
architects as t alkdunogganizdtian isldang tbr youi Best
comprehensive plans that meld natwvishes for a great and successful 2010!
environment and development to proggrce:

vide sustainabl e I;,sglL%:lhtttpfs}/\}vvvw.oasla?lznrréjll

step forward for landscape architect?\b ocat “Ad &
the leaders of sustainable site deve ?g/ysroom.aspx.ca egory=Advocacy

ment with associated professionals. eTltIe:Advocacy

As we have all been affected by thil;nglneerlng Neﬁecord. o
economic crisis, it is more importamtp://enr.constructlon.com/oplnlons/
now than ever to come together a@ditorials/2009/076llandscape Archi-
support each other through our proféscture.asp

s is

Trusteeds RepoOTr tcolgateSearle, FASLA

hope that the economy will improve and that we can
manage to keep our practices going.

Fellows Nomination

| want to encourage our members to come forward for ct
sideration for nomination for Fellow of the American Society
Landscape Architect. The executive committee critiques
helps position your work, but the major responsibility for tl
application falls on the member. The process takes at lea
weeks to put a good nomination package together. It is a |
hard work, but the chapter has done a good job in the last few years with assi
process with successful conclusion.

Landscape Architecture Magazine
The sales team closed the January 201Dasdseapie Architgcaiieat a record

$168,477 for a January issue. This issue is the last to count toward 2009 budge
and is 12 percent higher than January 2009, five percent higher than the previot
issue record set in 2008, and 11 percent higher than January 20Q/AMetad-2009
nue closed at $2,252,740 or 98 percent of goal ($2.3 million). This marks the
month of increased year over year revenue in traditionally weaker performing is¢
derscoring recent positive economic news for the industry.

In order to continue the success and the quality of LAM, | will participate in a E
Trustees conference call meeting to review the mission statement and editorial
(Continued on Page

I wish you all a happy, safe, and prosperous new ye:

RIASLA Newsletter is pulnlistibly thy
The Rhode Island @Aapeeican Society of Landscape Architect
The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied
including upcoming meetings, seminars, awards, job opportunities and other approj
RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions.
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Trusteeos Re por t . . ASLAeamed coverage on the popular \Mel Siterff
_ Work,800,000 visitors each month). In addition, staff se
(Continued from3)age cured news coverage of the Sustainable Sites Initiative or

LAM. As | mentioned in my last letter, we have been runfliintial environmental WebMsitegabay.¢dr600,000

the magazine without these important guidelines in plasgors each montBjeenSouEtergpaily Ecosalddaho

have reviewed the proposed mission and policies; thdpuat@ain Express, Environmental Design + dbohstruct
well developed and should support the continued imptaretizen

ment in the magazine and make clear the responsibiliigs)f A3 s YouTube page passe

the editor. , of ASLA videos viewed on the site. Staff secured special |

Government Affairs Profit Status from YouTube, allowing ASLA to more wide

| encourage you to join the Advocacy Network to urggr8iote its videos on the popular site. Staff are prepar

legislators to -sponsor H.R. 373#e Urban Revitalizatiohey YouTube, Twitter and Vimeo designs to match the
and Livable CommunitieBhi&ctmeasure would providgoming redesign DAND Onlin€or the yedo-date,

grants for the creation, rehabilitation and maintenang@o@jh December 1, the ASLA Web site has hosted 646,

parks and recreational spaces. The legislation includesg,sgyRajisitors, 1.5 million visits and 5.3 million page view

provisions that could utilize the skills of landscape arcagq@ﬁorted for tagged pages in Google Analytics.

H. R. 83734 is meant to rep ae%gLAtashae ro?egsi\gnalosgc%tf % Ho(fnt 8xceUtiEm
and Recreation Recovery (UPARR) program. Curren(fl. P y 9 P

ASLA members have sent 533 messages to their me wg rﬁlﬁ%o rsrgfoanrlsogutror:;raszlisrtlzr ﬁégffesz:;r; do;\rlvrigzrrngﬁési
Congress. However, more advocacy efforts areé nee 9, 9

please encourage your chapter members to send Ieng and our annual meeting had near record attende

oy Passage of i il wil esure many imporat THER (1 % SUENEE o0 e o e Rl o
throughout the New England area. P ’

i _ enthusiasm over the last three months is a sign of an img
Public Relations ing economy that will help us all move forward.

Manufacturerds Rep]res:¢

1 HUNZA LIGHTING

1 BEACHSIDELIGHTING

1 HEVILITE

1 LITETOUCH

1 DREAMSCAPHEIGHTING

1 TOKISTARLIGHTING

1 VISION 3 LIGHTING

1 SEMPERH POWER SUPPLY

Call Wade Geller for design assigtance o
demonstration of these quality ligh§ng proc
or email: info@brilliantlite.co

.w

Photo courtesy of Jeffrey Mayes

1085 Worcester Road - Natick, MA 01760-2415 - Phone: 508-651-5221 - Fax: 508651-5231

www.brilliantlite.com
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If Meadows Were Easy, Everyone Would Do Them
Wilfrid L. Gates, Jr. ASLA

and educational. Barbara and | had not attgmwdémjate sodding ways and recover our landscapes \
ASLA lately, but we wanted to see Chicago, andhtiieal grasses. Not universally likely, of course, but
Annual Meeting was a great opportunity. Weowerd o hn put iit, ol tds a one

disappointed. In fact, we really want to go back t0 §@€ a|| know about the wastefulness of turf, the irre

more of what we missed! sponsibility of extensive lawns throughout suburbia, t
The convention also provided ample opportunitigsud | i c6s conditioning to
attend educational sessions and gather continuinghediecardustry based on lawns. | suspect that many of
tion credits. While we usually have focused on transgadag this article routinely include a lot of intensiv
tion and urban sessi on slawnsvngyoublandstapes, alldou dptumentedireagons:c

The 2009 ASLA Annual Meeting in Chicago walkisureach and cause all of us to immediately abandon

Meadows and Natur al Lawnsepr ewoehtd bemankiomndld subiyi
hear about. Neither of us knew John Greenlee, butiemés want their prestige, kids can play on them, they
were anxious to learn his point of view. actually economical to establish, and mowing can be d

Mr. Greenlee is the founder and president of GeB}ig#nost everyone. The highly perfected varieties ger
Nursery in Chino, Cal i falyjdgnfifigdas tyfthat wergingdyced vtk the adye
AWorld Class Meadow Sgecialissh n i s a b% B&charized apd chemicaly dependent lawn care ai
and an inspiring proponent of meadows. He is an éfet-q Ui t cus, so much the |
taining and informative crusader for his passion. No ffiiy'blic expectation requires them.
asleep during his | ect ur [gitteenBearsiagp when Igvasl deslyreng the Rity Caff

outline and his animated presentation, | will try to extend (Continued on Bage

NALLS WITH STYLE

Discover Rosetta®\Wall

The Raserca Wall Collection fextures a variery of faces thar capoure
the beaury and nuance of natwral rock, Made of archivecoural grade,
high-strangth concres, each stone s cast with weather-hewn
vecerures and subthe sarthvone colers found in nature,

B Rosect Walls unique shapes allew designers to create
retaining walls, tiers and terraces, eomers, plantable walls,
and free=form landscape walls

B The | 2-piece engineared system offers design flexibility =
use preset patterns or create custom designs

B Roserm Wall offers structural smbility and is machine set for
efficient installation

B Roseom 'Wall costs up tz 113 less than natwral rock walls

Call us eoday to learn more about this exciting new collection!

‘»ldéa
s 10Sd
IGEAL COMCRETE BLOCK COMPANY, INC.
Wastfard & Waltham, MA + wiesildeal ConcrateBlack com
781-894-3200
Serving Mew England Since 1723
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If Meadows Were Easy... landscapes. (By the way, John says t
(Continued from4age never refer to a mea_dow_as a pra_tirie,
because most of us visualize a prairie ¢
Resort in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, | sug- rough, tall, inhospitable and even dan-
gested to the owner that since the site was gerous, while our
a barren coral rock steppe, some of the meadows are usually Sotidsic
grounds should honor the venue with alpine peaceful, bucolic flowering
somet hing | cal-l ed at t he t i mmead® danel®w tnourishing to our
scaping.06 The owner politely bsotls)strongly
told me that they have in Egypt quite Designs for meadows can certainly be
enough desert, thank you, and that the more sophisticated than a contest
grounds of_the Rl_tz would be lush a_nd among species clambering for domi-
green. To his credit he allowed some lim- nance. We can impose themes, selec
ited areas of low demand fggvplant- color palettes, define height regimes
ings, as long as the appearance met the and create counterpoints to lawns. We
gardenistic expectations of a usual Ritz can find and choose great groundcovers
guest ] and we should always include accent

Grasses are found on every continent. Indigenoud O Meadow Sweetners, 6 C
grasses, after all, are the best adapted,-sufitisalf that intensify the rationale for the overall meadov
most regenerative plants available for incorporationMeadow grasses are also naturals (pun intended) for g
types of natural, naturalistic and articulated landscapexf8ubiswales, constructed wetlands and even conta
there are alternatives, really good alternatives, ase Jolsn. To quote John Green
Greenlee pointed out. John is condinnddconvincing decor ating t he planet . 0

d that meadows must assume a more prominent role in our
(Continued on fage

Retaining Walls Made Egsy

Gabions & Reno Mattresses are rectangular baskets made of
heavily galvanized and/or PVC-coated, double twisted, steel
woven wire mesh, which are then filled with stone. They are
particularly effective in restoring the environment and promot-
ing vegetation growth. They are also a cost-effective method
of constructing retaining walls, for use in small dam remedia-
tion, and along shorelines.

MACCAFERRI

Because the stone fill allows water to seep through the struc-
ture, no additional drainage is necessary, making installation
easier and extending the life of the structure. Gabions offer the
capability of withstanding unexpected stresses due to ground
Pipeline Specialists settlement or scour while maintaining their structural integrity.

Specialists in Drainage, Erosion
& Sedimentation Control

Everett J. Prescott, Inc. 38 Albion Rd., Lincoln, R124033331317




